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Inspection for Fine Mat Consignment

The Quarantine carries out a process of fine mat 
treatment to ensure that fine mats or otherwise known 
as the ie toga, is free from any possible harbour of pest. 
Certification from Quarantine of fine mats could be done 
with a minority fee of $6.50 and you are responsible to 
provide the tape, plastic bag for well secure and 
packaging of your fine mats. Fine mats may still be 
subject to inspection at the overseas Quarantine that is 
why it is necessary to declare information on the 
passenger arrival form. 

Quarantine 
officials 
inspecting ie toga 
for certification

Awareness Program Outreach to Tertiary Schools

As the Agriculture Show opens its doors in October, the 
Quarantine Services are distributing pamphlets to 
various schools targeting the Year 12 and Year 13 levels 
as well as tertiary institutions. As this is an ongoing 
initiative, we have decided to introduce to the target 
audience a Poster Competition where the artwork would 
signify any Quarantine related matter. The entries for 
this competition closes on September 16, and monetary 
prizes are 1st Prize - $1,000 tala 2nd Prize $700 tala and 
3rd Prize $500 tala. It is part of an initiative to actively 
involve the future striving generation to create 
innovative ideas to enhance their participation and 
understanding of the Quarantine. 

Staff and students 
of NUS anxiously 
awaiting our 
presentation

USP Open Day

The awareness team prepared an Information booth and 
display as part of the Ministry of Agriculture and 
Fisheries, for participation in the USP annual Open Day 
event. A wide range of secondary school students as well 
as Government officials and the general public were on 
hand to witness this important event. The Minister of 
Agriculture and Fisheries officially opened this event and 
keynote speech was said by the Pro-vice Chancellor, 
Fiame Naomi Mataafa. 

Minister of 
Agriculture and 
Fisheries, Le 
Mamea Ropati 
giving the official 
opening of the USP 
Open Day

Awareness team 
posing in front of 
Quarantine’s 
Information and 
display booth 

3rd Phase of the Pest Diagnostic Training 8th – 12th

August 2011

The NZ Aid funded project was in its 3rd phase of 
commencement, and the participants remained the 
same as the previous trainings. This was the last stage 
for diagnostic of insects, where the various species of 
insects were determined under the microscope and 
identification was based on the information in the 
student manuals and books. 

Trainers Diane 
Jones and Shaun 
Bennett assisting 
the trainees for 
microscope 
identification of 
insects
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Overseas Honey, Sweet but is a Quarantine Risk

Honey is a sweet food made by bees using nectar from 
flowers, and has a long history of human consumption, 
and is used in various foods and beverages as a 
sweetener and flavoring. It also has a role in religion and 
symbolism. Flavors of honey vary based on the nectar 
source, and various types and grades of honey are 
available. It is also used in various medicinal traditions to 
treat ailments. 

A survey is conducted every 4 years by an overseas 
research team and the most recent survey was 
conducted in 2009 for honey bee diseases in Samoa. It 
was determined that no cases of notifiable external or 
internal mites or the Small Hive Beetle were found. 
There was no evidence of the African Honey Bee or the 
Asian Honey Bee. The report has indicated that Samoa 
has one of the highest bee health situations of any of the 
Pacific Island Countries. 

Honey combs and 
honey in a jar

Many people do not understand why honey from 
overseas, although is labeled as one of the best honey 
from the exporting country, is still a Quarantine risk if 
brought into Samoa. The risk pathways into Samoa for 
an exotic honey bee disease or pest are considered 
through regular shipping, in-coming flights from a

number of countries, visiting yachts and in some cases 
via postal delivery.

Quarantine staff 
undergoes 
clearance of 
yachts at the 
marina to ensure 
risk is kept off 
shore

Honey is produced by bees in completely natural 
conditions and when collected and packaged does not 
go through any sterilizing process. Samoa produces 
superior honey because of our bee health status and the 
absence of detrimental pests and diseases associated 
with honey when compared to other honey producing 
countries. Other countries are not so fortunate and 
imported honey could be the potential carrier of bee 
diseases that would decimate our honey production 
capability.                                                                             

A honeycomb is a 
mass 
of hexagonal wax cell
s built by honey 
bees in their nests to 
contain 
their larvae and 
stores 
of honey and pollen.

A Prohibition order was enacted in 1999 for Bee and Bee 
Products under the Customs Act 1977 which includes 
second hand or used bee supplies, bee equipment and 
protective clothing used for any purpose relating to bee-
keeping. Honey, bees and queen bees and queen cells 
for genetic improvements is prohibited on a condition of 
a license authorizing importation has been granted by 
the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries. This usually is 
granted on the basis of all documentation supplied for 
the imported honey and relevant Import Risk Analysis 
carried out. 











Inspection for Fine Mat Consignment
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Quarantine officials inspecting ie toga for certification


Awareness Program Outreach to Tertiary Schools

As the Agriculture Show opens its doors in October, the Quarantine Services are distributing pamphlets to various schools targeting the Year 12 and Year 13 levels as well as tertiary institutions. As this is an ongoing initiative, we have decided to introduce to the target audience a Poster Competition where the artwork would signify any Quarantine related matter. The entries for this competition closes on September 16, and monetary prizes are 1st Prize - $1,000 tala 2nd Prize $700 tala and 3rd Prize $500 tala. It is part of an initiative to actively involve the future striving generation to create innovative ideas to enhance their participation and understanding of the Quarantine. 




Staff and students of NUS anxiously awaiting our presentation



USP Open Day 

The awareness team prepared an Information booth and display as part of the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries, for participation in the USP annual Open Day event. A wide range of secondary school students as well as Government officials and the general public were on hand to witness this important event. The Minister of Agriculture and Fisheries officially opened this event and keynote speech was said by the Pro-vice Chancellor, Fiame Naomi Mataafa. 



Minister of Agriculture and Fisheries, Le Mamea Ropati giving the official opening of the USP Open Day



Awareness team posing in front of Quarantine’s Information and display booth 

3rd Phase of the Pest Diagnostic Training 8th – 12th August 2011

The NZ Aid funded project was in its 3rd phase of commencement, and the participants remained the same as the previous trainings. This was the last stage for diagnostic of insects, where the various species of insects were determined under the microscope and identification was based on the information in the student manuals and books. 

Trainers Diane Jones and Shaun Bennett assisting the trainees for microscope identification of insects

Overseas Honey, Sweet but is a Quarantine Risk



Honey is a sweet food made by bees using nectar from flowers, and has a long history of human consumption, and is used in various foods and beverages as a sweetener and flavoring. It also has a role in religion and symbolism. Flavors of honey vary based on the nectar source, and various types and grades of honey are available. It is also used in various medicinal traditions to treat ailments. 

A survey is conducted every 4 years by an overseas research team and the most recent survey was conducted in 2009 for honey bee diseases in Samoa. It was determined that no cases of notifiable external or internal mites or the Small Hive Beetle were found. There was no evidence of the African Honey Bee or the Asian Honey Bee. The report has indicated that Samoa has one of the highest bee health situations of any of the Pacific Island Countries. 




Honey combs and honey in a jar


Many people do not understand why honey from overseas, although is labeled as one of the best honey from the exporting country, is still a Quarantine risk if brought into Samoa. The risk pathways into Samoa for an exotic honey bee disease or pest are considered through regular shipping, in-coming flights from a number of countries, visiting yachts and in some cases via postal delivery. 




Quarantine staff undergoes clearance of yachts at the marina to ensure risk is kept off shore


Honey is produced by bees in completely natural conditions and when collected and packaged does not go through any sterilizing process. Samoa produces superior honey because of our bee health status and the absence of detrimental pests and diseases associated with honey when compared to other honey producing countries. Other countries are not so fortunate and imported honey could be the potential carrier of bee diseases that would decimate our honey production capability.                                                                             


A honeycomb is a mass of hexagonal wax cells built by honey bees in their nests to contain their larvae and stores of honey and pollen.


A Prohibition order was enacted in 1999 for Bee and Bee Products under the Customs Act 1977 which includes second hand or used bee supplies, bee equipment and protective clothing used for any purpose relating to bee-keeping. Honey, bees and queen bees and queen cells for genetic improvements is prohibited on a condition of a license authorizing importation has been granted by the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries. This usually is granted on the basis of all documentation supplied for the imported honey and relevant Import Risk Analysis carried out. 
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